INTRODUCTION

WHY BOTHEBto read English Literature at all ?

This is a perfectly fair question, and deserves a fair
* answer. The reason for reading is not to pass examina-
tions, or secure any sort of cash advantage, neither is
it to " improve our minds." Reading is an end in
itself. Socrates, after he had been condemned by the
Athenians, said that death would be no hardship to
him. Either it would be one continual dreamless night,
or if, as was maintained, there were an after life, it
would give him the opportunity to meet all the most
interesting people who had been on the earth before
him.

This literature enables us to do, without the neces-
sity of dying first. A great many of the most interest-
ing people who have lived have left some sort of a
record, whether in the form of stories, plays, essays,
or poetry, of how they felt and what they thought.
The object of reading, then, is simply to increase our
capacity for pleasure.

" Yes " someone may object: " but I get all the
pleasure I want out of thrillers and the daily paper."

Th s, again, is perfectly fair: but not quite as
sensible as it sounds. It is very much the same as
saying " I like being in Shrewsbury, so I don't ever
want to go aaywhere else " : or, at a restaurant, " I
know I like that, because I have it at home: so
won't try anything new," It is a timid, self-satisfied